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Tejinder Sharma (London - UK)

You are understandable Uncomplicated story

A straightforward movie
Why are you so easily A life ordinary
Comprehensible Who cares?
Don’t you know

He who is great, It's imperative
To understand whom

A lifetime it takes.

For an easy saying to be intricate
As complexity is the criterion

Of quality.

A simple person

An easy poem +
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Futility of a poem - Brahmin versus A
Dalit

I do not have to write any poems
For History doesn’t transform with poetries
Nor do the traditions get changed.

No, I am not remorseful

Nor do I carry any sense of guilt!

For, having born in a particular class of family
was not decision of my own.

Was this a choice either theirs or yours?

The wrongs which I have never committed
Why must I carry on my shoulders,

The burden of repentance of those!

They did what they thought was right

But I could not do, as them

Though they have also not penned any poems
And

I too will not write any of them.

Inscribing poems will only

vent my aggravations

This never will alter their fate,

Whose shadows even made my ancestors
Impure!

Talks are just talks,

Which can never change destiny’s course.

I have to strive hard,

I must have to mingle with them,

I shall not beg for pardon

But will ask for a lifetime’s bonding
From them.

I shall savor the taste of the morsels
Of the same bread

Shared by each of them.

I shall go to their dwellings

To realize their perceptions

I shall not get tainted by their touch.
Sitting with them

I shall enjoy my evenings

Not under any quota of reservations,
But for the sake of bonding of hearts.

No, I do not have to write any poetry
As, I have to make over a history.

<+
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I wish to know them

I wish to understand relationships
I am striving still

Relations slip away

As they are like silk.

They slip past the hands

Of rugged human beings

And get lost

Some relations were my own
Since before even my birth

Some I made

And wanted them to be mine

But, when they remain your own?

They hurt, they pain

They say, but never consider you their own
They make you cry, they forget you

They make you habitual of all pains

There were some relations

Like a warm blanket in the chill

Like a breeze

Without electricity, in the scorching noon’s.
Where have they disappeared all of a sudden
The relationships,

I wish to know.

You ask me

You ask me
Whether I remember
My homeland or no!

Chaat of Delhi

Mumbai’s bhel-puri

Do they come in my dreams or no!
Dosas, idlis and paani-puris

Do they still poke my taste-buds or no!

You ask me

Do I miss my friends or no!

I can read in your eyes

The question, whether
Yearning eyes of my mother
In the nights, brim my eyes
With tears or no



Your questions remind me

Time and again

That living in this nation

Have I turned a traitor to many things?

But it’s not true my friend!
Whenever I pass by the South-hall
Chandni chowk of Delhi comes alive
The same aroma, the same flavor
and the same dialect

All is same and alike.

Ealing road assures me

That I am not far from Mumbai

The saree shops, V.D & Sons

Lentils and ingredients seem

To be brands of our own

The same pickles, soaps and herbal pastes
Nothing has changed.

Seeing them it seems

My homeland has

Come along with me.

This is also but true

At times it happens so
That I grow alone.

Even after years

I cannot utter

Incorrect English like here
Though, after even speaking correctly
I fumble for my nose
Hoping that out of shame
I have not

Got cut my nose.

I remember those eyes

Which would fill with joy

On receiving a telephone call

And would tell the whole neighborhood
That it was a call from his son

Even those would drift into memories
Who were just casual relations.

I stop

Get perturbed

And become thoughtful
Thereafter get slowly into
Whatever daily I do

o

I dress-up

Tie-up the laces of my shoes
And start walking as usual
Towards the railway station.

<+

Slow down your speed a bit

Walking with you I have grown tired
Slow down your speed a bit

Do not appear in the newspapers
Stop making foes a bit

Everyone gets jealous of your name
Stop showing in public a bit

All humans are not the same
Refrain criticizing sometimes a bit

You will not succeed changing anyone’s nature
Slow down in your efforts a bit

<+

Why are relations not lasting

Today the eyes are heavy

The lids are not ready to open
The words from your lips

Have settled down on my lashes

Whatever you say

Or you do not

Nothing is insignificant

The veracity of the words is its reality

Making of relationships,

Its breaking, frittering away and decay
It makes you feel

Why relationships cannot be lasting

Glittering sunshine

Dense clouds are in thoughts that

In the horizon what shall ensue

The sunshine will infuse into the clouds

<+
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Grave Profits

ENGLISH STORY

4+ Tejinder Sharma

His face masked behind the smoke screen, Khalil
Zaidi observed, “We have slaved away our lives in
service. There has to be a way out. We shall not
serve anymore. My friend, we have to find
something new to do.”

Lost in grave thoughts, Najam Jamal had a small
sip of whisky. “What next?” Was the thought
uppermost in their minds. Both of them were sick
and tired of the drudgery of their routine. This was
a dog’s life. Something had to give.

For thirty years of their lives, Khalil and Najam
had toiled away in the service of the company. The
tales of their friendship go back a long time. Khalil
does not drink and Najam is averse to smoking, but
their habits have not
come in the way
of their friendship.
Khalil Zaidi had
joined the company as
a young officer. His
hard work and sharp
mind had seen the
company rise to
the top-ten list of
European financial
institutions. Khalil
commands a degree
of respect amongst
the London financial
sector.

“Come to think of
it Khalil dear, is it
imperative that we
work anymore? We
have earned enough
money to retire
now. It is a huge
temptation to spend
the rest of our lives
amongst our sons,
daughters-in-law and
grandchildren!”

“My friend, for
the sake of others we
put all our lives at
stake. We took the
company miles ahead.
If we were to die

o

GRAVE PROFITS

(A Collection of Short

tomorrow, no one is going to remember us. If we
had put in the same amount of hard work for
ourselves, the financial sector would have sworn by
us.”

“Khalil Bhai, the mention of death reminds me,

have you booked the graves for Bhabijaan and
yourself in Carpender’s Park graveyard? The
location, the look and the aura surrounding that
graveyard is unique. All our lives, we have done
nothing else but work. Let us find some peace in
death.” “Bravo my dear this is master-class, find
peace in death! Remember that poet who said, where
else shall we search if we do not find peace in death?
My friend I am all for your idea, but your Bhabhi
jaan has a bee in
her bonnet about
socialism. I will have
a problem at my
hands the moment
she comes to know.
Have you talked of it
to your wife Abida?
These daughters of
Adam have always
been a pain in the
neck. Now you
see...”
Najam cut him
short, “Khalil Bhai we
cannot do without
them. They are a
necessary evil.
Moreover in this
country we need
them by our side to
enjoy a social status.
Japan takes the cake
in this regard.
Everyone keeps his
wife and children
away in the suburbs
and lives with his
work partner in the
city flat. The very
thought makes you
feel good.” It was
obvious the whisky
had done the trick.
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“My friend, this blasted graveyard, can’t it be
exclusively for the Shias? Otherwise, after death we
won’t even know who we have as a neighbour in
the next grave. After all, we don’t want to be lying
next to a Sunni or a Gujarati Topiwala. The very
thought makes my skin crawl. If I had my way, I
would have a graveyard with a hoarding saying loud
and clear “Reserved for Shia Muslims.”

“Now that surely is a remarkable point, Khalil
Bhai. But this is not our Pakistan. Here we should
be thankful to the white government for small
mercies. We at least have a separate graveyard;
otherwise we would have been condemned to be
buried in the Christian graveyards. These people at
the Carpender’s Park have come up with a new
scheme. For a ten pound monthly premium, they
take the responsibility of giving you a grand burial.
Their new pamphlet carries all the details. Bathing
the dead body, putting on the new clothes, managing
the coffin, Rolls Royce for the last ride and a marble
plaque at the grave are all covered by this insurance.”

“This, my friend, is brilliant. At least our
children will not be feeling their pockets whilst
burying us. I feel disappointed when I look at Irfan.
Even at thirty-five years of age, he doesn’t have the
vaguest sense of responsibility. Yesterday he was
talking of doing business in Karachi. He wanted me
to arrange a hundred thousand pounds for him, as
if pounds could be plucked from trees. Nadira has
spoiled him. She is far too involved in social work.
When she was needed by the children, she was busy
paying homage to Karl Marx. That scoundrel Karl
Marx died in an English home, yet all his life
denounced Capitalism in his books, conclusively
proving all Marxists live by double standards. The
rascal ruined my family life. I have never been able
to establish any communication with my children”
sighed Khalil Zaidi.

It was all quiet for a while. Hauntingly quiet.
Mild puff of the cigarette, the smoke leisurely rising
upwards, a sip of whisky smoothly seeping down
the throat, the crackling of the cashew nuts under
the teeth - proved too much to handle for Najam.
He burst out “Khalil Bhai, they have hit upon a
brilliant idea. They say if someone were to die in an
accident or fall victim to a blaze of fire and be
disfigured, they would do some wonderful make-
up so that the dead person would look young and
attractive. People are likely to remember the face
they see. We shall sell this idea to Nadira Bhabhi
and Abida, they shall surely succumb to the
temptation of looking dazzling in death... Stunningly
beautiful like bride.”

“There is no need to tell Nadira or Abida. My
friend Najam, let us go ahead and book two graves
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each. Whenever the need arises we shall tell them.”

“Oh that is sensational. I am in love with the
idea. But if the need arises, how shall we tell them?
Wake them up from the graves! What an idea, ha ha
ha.

“Listen, ask them if they have a buy one get one
free scheme. If they have such an offer, we can
include our sons in the proposal. God has given us
only one son each.”

“Bhai Jaan, if Nadira Bhabhi gets a whiff of it,
she will promptly jump at us shrieking: ‘It smacks of
favouritism, why leave out the daughters, what
crime have they committed?”

“You will never improve. Why indulge in scary
talk? You know she was even prepared to marry
Sumira into a Sunni family. What beggar’s belief is
the fact that she finds Shias, Sunnis, Aghakhanis and
Bohras all alike. She says they are all Muslims and
equal in the eyes of Allah. The indelible imprints of
an Indian education still influence her thinking.”

“Bhai Jaan, the Indian education is not that bad.
After all Abida and myself are the products of the
same educational system. In fact I am thinking of
starting a business venture in Goa. A tourist resort
is very appealing. To be honest, I still think of
Meerut as my home city. It is forty years since we
left India, yet Lahore still feels strange. This refugee
stamp that is embossed on our foreheads makes us
feel as unwanted as the sweepers and cobblers in
India.”

“You are surely intoxicated buddy. What are
these mad ramblings? Remember Pakistan is our
country. That is the long and short of it. This Hindu
religion is a degenerate, vulgar and corrupt culture.
The Hindu or the Indian education is all anti-Islamic.
Look at their film industry, vulgarity personified.
If I have my way, I would stand all Hindus in a
queue and shoot them.”

Khalil Zaidi’s passionate outburst was of no
interest to Najam. He was peacefully asleep.
Probably, riding his winged fancy in his dreams, he
had reached Meerut. That bus ride from Meerut to
Delhi, that train journey and the first meeting with
Abida, that first love culminating into marriage. Life
was smoothly coasting along, like a train on the rail
tracks.

Was it silken smooth for Abida and Nadira too?
They both felt their husbands had no time for them.
Their husbands provided money for the household
expenses, but they made them account for every
penny, as if they were company clerks answering to
the boss. Neither of them ever felt as if they ruled
supreme in their own homes. Their husbands were
the lords. They were reminded time and again that
they could not take even a small step without their
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permission. Abida could openly talk away her
agonies to Nadira Apa, but Nadira had to smoulder
under the weight of her own disappointments.

Nadira had invested huge efforts and deliberate
thought to bring about a marked change to her
personality. She has pasted a permanent smiling
mask to her face. Her husband’s rebukes and
reprimands, colourful language coupled with
occasional backhanders had seemingly no effect on
her. “Why do you smile all the time? Where did
you learn the art of showing your teeth all the time?
You don’t react to my words!”

Nadira was perplexed. Her serious face left her
husband sulking, her smiles confused him. He
smelled intrigues and conspiracies lurking behind the
shadows, for the way he treated her, all smiles and
joys should have long melted away from her life.

Nadira had once suggested she take up a job.
After all, she held a Masters degree from Lucknow
University. Khalil Zaidi was flabbergasted.
Arguments ensued. Calm was restored only after
his fingers had left their imprints on her face. The
episode resulted in Nadira spearheading an
organisation that highlighted the plight of the
migrant Pakistani girls that suffered maltreatment
from their husbands and in-laws.

Khalil objected again, “strange are your ways
madam. For once do something that can be a source
of income to the household. But then why should
you be bothered? You have a worker to slave away
his life so that you can fritter away the earnings on
your whims.” Nadira has learnt not to react. The
moment Khalil starts an argument, she leaves the
room. She knows Khalil carries some psychological
scars. He wants to control everything, every
situation, every person. He is a control freak. He
does it all the time at office and at home.

Abida and Nadira are both at home. Abida as
usual is infront of the television, watching the film
Lagaan. She is Aamir Khan’s ardent fan. She watches
all his films. She can have animated discussion on
Aamir for hours. She does not like Pakistani films.
They are far too loud for her liking. Her own
husband is loud too, but that is something she can’t
rectify now. She is convinced Nadira Apa can do no
wrong. To her all Nadira’s words are etched in
stone.

Nadira too has drawn a line between Khalil and
herself. She does not interfere in whatever he does.
But Khalil is disturbed by Nadira’s new-found
independence. Ever since he has taken charge of
the household expenses, Nadira has stopped
shopping for the little everyday essentials. Khalil
sulks all the time, but fails to find a way to hurt her
self respect.

o

Nadira is privy to Khalil’s agenda. The ancient
landlord blood in him instinctively reacts sharply to
anyone within the fold talking with a head held highin
his presence. Khalil had crossed all bounds of decency
atthe barbequeheld at Parvez Ahmed’s residence. The
gathering wasreflecting upon democracy, particularly
the shallow democracy in Pakistan. Parvez himself has
the same convictions. Things came to a boil when
Nadira pronounced India to be the largest democracy
in the world. Khalil was seeing blood. Nadira misread
the situation and continued “Parvez Bhai correct me if
Iam wrong. Indian Prime Minister is a Sikh, they have
a Muslim President and the leader of the Congress
Party is a Christian. Is it possible in any other country
in the world?”

Khalil’s vitriolic outburst was a study in sarcasm.
“You have become a Hindu. Go put sindoor in the
parting of your hair, a huge bindiya on your forehead
and convert to Hinduism at the Arya Samaj temple -
but remember, I shall divorce you.” The party was
stunned into silence. Nadira too was stunned. Khalil
shall never be able to find words to define the look
she threw at him. Not in his whole lifetime. Then
Nadira cocked her head to a side, rearranged her
hair and pasted the smile on her face. Khalil fumbled,
flustered and then sat down in the chair. The death
like silence still prevailed other the gathering.
Uncomfortable and ashamed, Parvez was looking at
Nadira Bhabhi. He was feeling guilty for having
started the argument. The sombre silence that
engulfed the gathering seemed to be mourning the
spirit of the evening.

The same mood permeated into their home.
Normally Nadira does not open Khalil’s mail. She
had paid a heavy price for doing so once. This letter
was addressed to Mr and Mrs Khalil Zaidi. She was
sure this was an invitation. When she opened the
letter she was immensely surprised. She was unable
to comprehend the logic behind reserving a space
for a grave so much in advance. That too in a far
flung place. Has her own home not been reduced to
a graveyard? In this home is Khalil himself not the
devil incarnate from hell? She was unnerved at the
prospect of lying next to Khalil even after death. Will
she not find peace even after death?

Peace she had not found during the day either.
Pakistani immigrant Aneesa had tried to commit
suicide. She was admitted to the Royal General
Hospital. She had to visit her and talk to the police
too. She had to stop Aneesa from going to her grave.
Having reassured Aneesa and done the necessary
talking to the police, she munched a Subway
sandwich while riding home.

There were noises in the kitchen indicating
Abdul, the part-time cook had arrived to prepare
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dinner. Khalil’s favourite kebabs and lamb chops
were being prepared. Since she started practising
yoga, Nadira has turned vegetarian. After changing
her clothes in the bedroom, Nadira went into the
kitchen to oversee the preparations. Abdul has a
marked tendency to remain silent and get on with
his work. He gives short, cryptic answers when
spoken to. A soft, ever present smile is a prominent
feature of his personality. As ever he is silently busy
with his work. At last Nadira enquired, “I hope
your wife and daughter are both well.”

“By the grace of Allah both are well Baa Ji”
answered Abdul. Silence again. That Abdul has
nothing to say often surprises Nadira. In a way it is
good. He works for two houses and does not indulge
in idle gossip about either.

Khalil has come back from work. These days he
returns home tired. He is proud that he has
provided all imaginable comforts and facilities for
his family. Nadira drives a BMW and his son Irfan a
Toyota Sports car. They have a palatial house in the
posh Hampstead area. Vast green fields abound
around the house and there is a hill in the distance.
He has given Nadira a house as beautiful as a picture
postcard. He expects her to be ever grateful.
Nadira’s concept of happiness is totally different. She
can be happy in a one room flat-to her a palatial house
is no criteria for happiness. If a seven bedroom house
has the feel of a haunted graveyard, there is hardly
any chance of happiness flickering around it.

“Khalil, how come you have thought of booking
our graves? And that too so far away from our
residence! It will be quite a cumbersome distance
for our dead bodies to be taken to.”

“Oh dear, once the casket is in the Rolls Royce
what difference does it make whether it is taken to
Hampstead or Carpender’s Park? It is rather a posh
graveyard. Many of my colleagues from the financial
sector have opted for it. For sure we will live around
the same status people after death.”

“Khalil, all your life you have judged people by
their wealth, you are not likely to change even after
death. After death all bodies are reduced to dust, it
hardly matters what name you give it, Abdul, Nadira
or Khalil.”

“Now Nadira, don’t you start. Keep your
socialism to yourself. I will not interfere in that and
you don’t poke your nose in this. I am arranging all
this so that our children don’t have to be burdened
with the cost of the burial responsibilities. All
necessities will have been taken care of.”

“Go ahead with the arrangements if you want
to, but why involve your bourgeoisie principles in
this too. There is a graveyard in our area too. We
will be buried there. After death it is all the same.”
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“Try to understand that after death I don’t want
to be lying next to a cook, a cobbler or a plumber.
Najam has also booked the graves there. In fact it
was Najam who told me all about it. I want to give
you the best not only during your lifetime, but
provide the very best for life after death too. There
is no satisfaction like the satisfaction of being buried
around the people of your class.”

“Khalil why opt for the people of your class, why
not for your own people? Don’t you want to be
buried in Pakistan amongst your own people? You
should be happy there.”

“Don’t preach the ridiculous to me. I can see
what you are up to. You want me to be buried in
Pakistan near my own people, leaving the way clear
for you to be buried in India with your own people.
You will not succeed with your tricks, I am well aware
of your thought process madam.”

“For once listen to me Khalil, I shall not be buried
in a five-star graveyard. Nor will you be. Do away
with this kind of thinking.”

“Begam, even the holy Quran has not ordained
on any particular kind of graveyard. Only burial is
mentioned there.”

“This exactly is the problem Khalil. All the three
religions with the heavenly books are bent upon
reducing this planet earth to a graveyard. If it goes
on like this, there will be no space on this earth for
the dead of these religions.”

“Nadira Ji, you have started posturing like this
Hindus. You don’t understand a thing. You will
even go to the extent of saying Muslims should also
be cremated like the Hindus.” Whenever Khalil tries
to control his temper he affixes Ji to Nadira’s name.

“What's wrong with that? It is a neat and clean
system. It saves space and the remains become a
part of earth.”

Unable to score the point khalil wanting to
change the subject announces: “I'm hungry. We will
discuss the rest tomorrow.”

But there are no tomorrows. All turn to today.
But Nadira has decided not to bury the topic. She
rings up Abida “how are you Abida?”

“Oh dear, it is you Nadira Apa, how are you?
You know Aamir Khan has married again. Saif Ali
Khan has also divorced his first wife. Bollywood is
hot with spicy gossip. Have you seen Sharoukh’s
Devdas? What a wonderful film!”

“Abdia, you must come out of the dream world
of films sometime and face the stark real world. Do
you know that Khalil and Najam have booked graves
in the Carpender’s Park graveyard?”

“How does it bother us? As far as I am concerned
they can book four each instead of one. They can
live in all four then. After all in real life they are not
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comfortable without a seven bedroom house. A
couple of yards of a single grave will be too small
for them. I have stopped bothering about them now.
Just keep a watchful eye. You reckon I don’t know
how much time Najam has been devoting to Bushra
all these four years. Don’t say they recite the holy
Quran behind closed doors. For the past two years
we have been living like a brother and sister. If I
were a Hindu, by now I would have tied a Rakhi
around his wrist.”

Nadira was spellbound. It flashed through her
mind that for the last five years, she had shared the
bed with Khalil, without touching each other. Not
only do they dream different, the language of their
dreams is different too. On the same bed they are
worlds apart. Is Khalil also... anyway it doesn’t
matter either way. “Abida, I am not talking of
personal relationships. I am more concerned socially.
Are they doing the right thing?”

“Aapa I am not the least bothered. All this is
meaningless to me. How does it matter what
graveyard we are buried in once dead? I am not
going to ruin my present thinking of it. But if Najam
dies before I do, I will bury him in the poorest
of poor graveyards. No plaque shall adorn his
grave. It will be the grave of an unknown. And if I
were to die first who cares what happens
afterwards?”

Abida is right, who cares? There are no gains to
boast of while I am alive. What have I to show after
a full year. Both the men are alive, but their graves
are secured. Khalil and Najam are buried deep in
their thoughts to start a new business. They have
already forgotten the graves once having reserved
them.

But the Carpender’s Park graveyard has not
forgotten them. Yet again there was a letter from
them this morning. Because of devaluation of the
currency, they had written about the increase in
monthly instalments. Nadira’s blood pressure had
shot up a few degrees. Khalil and Najam are
discussing their plans in the drawing room. Najam
is the only one in London who can have a drink at
Khalil’s house. By the same token Khalil is the only
one allowed to smoke at Najam’s house. Both of
them bring their own intoxicants - cigarettes and
whisky.

“Khalil Bhai, I shall not do any business in
Pakistan. Abida will never agree to go there and
then I have to think of Bushra too. On top of it, the
whole blasted nation is corrupt. One has to give so
much bribe that it coaxes me to give a good hiding
to the recipients. The whole set up is corrupt. If we
decide to go into business, we must do so in England.
Otherwise you go to Karachi and I will proceed to

o

Goa. These days in all my dreams I find myself living
in Goa. What a place it is Khalil Bhai, what wonderful
people, one feels so safe there!”

“My friend you get tipsy too soon. Before a single
move has been made, the Indian in you has come
alive. You rascals with that typical Indian mentality,
you can never improve. You are all the same under
the skin, whatever your religion. You stand no
chance.”

“You are so broad-minded, why don’t you
suggest something exceptional?”

“That’s what I am doing. Just listen...”

Before he had a chance to finish the sentence,
Nadira stormed in and blurted: “Khalil I have asked
you so many times to cancel the reservations of these
graves. Can’t you accede to this little request of
mine?”

“ Arre Bhabhi, has Khalil not mentioned their new
brilliant scheme? The salient feature of the scheme
entitles the victim of a crash or horrific death by fire
burns to an exclusive make-up so that the dead body
appears young and beautiful. Now you tell me, is
there a woman in the world who would not like to
look beautiful and young in death?”

“Now Najam Bhai I forbid you to speak to me. I
know you sowed the seeds of this horrible idea in
his mind. I will never forgive you. Are you going
to ring up here and now Khalil or shall I?”

“Nadira why don’tyou understand, there will be
cancellation charges now. Why are yoAu hell bent
on causing a loss?”

“QOk then, I will make the call.
losses, I will compensate.”

Angry and furious Nadira dials the number.
Cigarette smoke and whisky smell have thickened
the hauntingly eerie ambiance. Nadira has
successfully established the contact. She is passing
on the reference number. Khalil and Najam look
helpless.

With final thanks Nadira disconnects the line.
“I have found all the details Khalil and asked them
to go ahead with the cancellations. And here is the
good news, they say you submitted a sum of three
hundred and fifty pounds for each grave, that is
seven hundred pounds for two graves. Because of
the high inflation, the value of the two graves has
gone up to eleven hundred pounds. You have made
a profit of four hundred pounds.” Wide eyed Khalil
exclaimed “a four hundred pound profit in just one
year!”

He looked at Najam. Najam had the same bright
spark in his eyes. They had found a new business!

L
(Translation by Gurcharan Singh from the original
Qabra Ka Munaafa in Hindi by)
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